Influence of anaesthetic agents on the survival of rats following acute ischaemia of the bowel.
We compared the effects of ketamine and halothane anaesthesia on the survival of rats subjected to superior mesenteric artery occlusion. Survival was significantly greater with halothane. Animals anaesthetized with ketamine developed arterial hypocarbia during bowel ischaemic shock, while those receiving halothane did not. Arterial hypoxaemia was not present in either group. Haematocrits increased in both groups following bowel ischaemia. Excess lactate was increased significantly in non-survivors compared with survivors. The survival data contrast with previous results obtained after haemorrhagic hypotension and emphasize the need to consider differing therapeutic approaches in the various shock states.